
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JUST THINK: Even if you just spend 2 minutes hitting each of these, you’ve 

already spoken for more than 20 minutes! Plan wisely to make sure you cover all the information you 

need to, while not running out of time. Also, you can arrange these in whichever order you think 

makes the most sense for your project.  

 

 

1. Introduce yourself! Something like:  “Hi, my name is ____________________(spell out if necessary). 

My advisor is ________________________ and my essential question is ____________________________.”  

 *This is best to have on an intro slide; panelists will be writing all that information down.  

2. How you arrived at your topic/essential question:  

- Why did you look into what you did? 

-  Is it something you want to pursue later as a career? Is it an interest/curiosity/hobby? 

-  If you changed ideas, what made it so difficult to settle on just one? 

 

3. The majority of trends and findings of your research:  

- What kind of research did you do?  

- What did the majority of your research tell you? Even if it did not tell you what you were 

expecting…you’re not getting graded based on finding a “right answer.” 

 

4. How your research and process helped you reach your answer:  

- This would be a great time to mention people you collaborated with! Interviews, people you 

spoke with, how you decided to go about finding your answer… 

 

 



5. Your answer to your essential question:  

- Based on what you found during the process of your research, what appears to be the answer 

to your essential question? 

-  If you couldn’t “find an answer,” why not? Did you realize that perhaps you should have 

narrowed your question?  

 

6. WHAT your product is: Whether it be some artifacts, a movie/documentary, a portfolio… 

 

7. HOW you chose and created the actual product:  

- Why did you choose the type of product you did? (Movie so that the panel could see how you 

researched/what you did, etc.)  

- How does your product “benefit a larger community”?  

 

8. What your process was:  

- Basically, tell us the story of your work on this project. 

-  Include elements that display your project’s academic rigor.  

 

9. The highs and lows of your process:  

- What obstacles did you face?  

- How did you overcome them? (This is the perfect place to talk about the Habits of Mind!) 

 

10. What worked well and what you’d do differently:  

- Looking back with all you know now, what would you have done to make the project better? 

 

11. What you would do next if you were to continue your project: 

 

12. A concluding statement that lets your panel know you are finished speaking (rather than “Um, 

that’s it…”):  

Example- “Thank you for taking time out of your day to listen to what I did this year. Do you 

have any questions, or comments that I haven’t already addressed?” 

 

 

Question & Answer Tips:  

- Within the 30 minutes of your Exhibition, there is time built-in for Q&A. If you are 

struggling to fit all your information within a 15 minute presentation, plan to include 

additional information while answering your panel’s potential questions.    

 

- To help you anticipate potential questions that might arise, practice presenting—ideally, to 

people who have no idea what you’ve been working on.  


